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STAT
WNo beil for Bulgarian suspect in pope shooting
RCNME
£ court Mondey refused to release & Bulgerien zrrested on suspicion of
complicity in the shooting of Pope John Paul 11, ant @ U.S. senztor szid he had
D, D.lnErCE YDICOW WEE DENING the gftmfsinaticn Gil.

£ court declined to grant provisionzl liberty to Sergel Ivanov Antonov, the
former stetion chief of the Bulgarian airlines srrested Nov. 25 in Rome on
suspic:on of having participated In the May 13, 198% zeszssinztion attempt.

The court's ruling m
uritil trigl) and the arr
gzie hze heen set veEL,

ant there was sufficient evidence to keep Antonov jeiled
st

=3
pst warrant issued agzinst him was justified. No trial

Spciges Antonov, two other Bulgarians ant four Turks are suspected 1o heve
helped Turkish terrorist Mehmet All AgCe, Who Wes sentenced to life in prison
foroTnsooing The pope in Bt Peler's Lguere.

JUCiCiEl sources SsEid AGCE told investigetors éntonov played & role of
‘teypport eng cover'' in the essEfsinztlon Etismpl. They czi0 Agce, 24, Szid
Anctonoy wee in St. Peter's Sguare with him the gey of the shooting.

The cOUrces SziC AQCe was able to describe Antonov's Rome zpzriment in
Ceizil, Cown TO the pric-z-brac in the 1iving room. AQCE told the investigstors
tvi fingl plEng FOP THE ShOOUING WErE Orawn Up el LhE ANLONCY home.

Thf SOUTCES SEIC ARTONOV respongel to The ECCUSETIONS DY SEVing someone must
ReVE tCiC THE VOURD Turk what the Antonov aperiment looked like.

Ir =m ointerview in the weekly magezine Panoremz, Sen. Alphonse D'Amato szid
he cezve the (ls4 informetion from 2 Vatican s0urce the Soviete were behind the

The New York Republican said the pope personezlly wrote to the lete Soviet
4 g if the Soviets inveded

teizer Legnic Erezhnev seying hE would return
hig homeland.

TrE1 the pope wrote to Erezhnev in very firm terms 15 2 Sure fact., It wes
confirmec to me personzlly by the monsignor who brought the letier to foscow and
then returned to get the response from the Kremlin,'' the megezing quotec
D'amztD &5 Seying. ‘

"1t was 2 hang-written letter, in Russian, by the pope'himself. 1f the
Rucsizns would invade Poland, the letter seid, the pope would return to be Dy
the sige of his people.'’

i

The magazine §id not sgy when the letter was cent, but other ltalian reports.
zpparently about the same letter szid John Paul informed the Soviet leadership

0f hic intentions in the first months of 1981.

D'amat0o's comments eppeared o support meciz reports the plot was conceived.
by the Soviets becazuse of the pontiff's continuet vopcal support of the ’
Scliczrity union in Poland.
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